Delta Operations for Salmonids and Sturgeon (DOSS) Group
Conference call: 12/13/11 at 9:00 a.m.

Objective: Provide advice to the Water Operations Management Team (WOMT) and National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on measures to reduce adverse effects from Delta operations
of the Central Valley Project and the State Water Project on salmonids and green sturgeon.
DOSS will coordinate the work of other technical teams. DOSS notes and advice can be found
at: http://www.swr.noaa.gov/ocap/doss.htm

DWR: Angela Llaban, Mike Ford, Edmund Yu, Kevin Reece, Andy Chu
FWS: Leigh Bartoo, Roger Guinee

NMFS: Barb Byrne, Barbara Rocco, Jeff Stuart, Bruce Oppenheim, Garwin Yip
Reclamation: Josh Israel, Russ Yaworsky

DFG: Robert Vincik, Bob Fujimura

EPA, SWRCB: not present

Agenda
1. Fish monitoring
2. Current operations
3. Mill & Deer Creeks data
4. Annual review
5. Holiday schedule

Action Item [11/15/11]

Evaluate the data from Mill and Deer Creek RSTs, Tisdale, and Knights Landing RSTs and
compare the timing of spring-run Chinook salmon migration captured by each data set. Carry
until we get Mill and Deer Creek data overview from DFG.

Action Item [12/6/11]: Bruce Oppenheim will coordinate with Mike Berry at DFG to get data
summary for Deer & Mill Creek RST and update DOSS next week.

Oppenheim checked with Berry about whether DOSS can get the historical data from DFG but
Berry doesn’t expect the data to be available until late January or early February. Berry did send
out a PowerPoint presentation showing spring-run yearling and young-of-year life stages, which
was also sent to a few people at NOAA and to Reclamation (Israel). DOSS also has the 2009-10
data but none for 2010-11. Byrne has 1994-2010 data. We do not yet have data to compare
with the Tisdale data; we need data from November 2010 through June 2011. DWR (Llaban)
may have that particular data set and, if so, will send it out.

There was a question about whether spring-run yearling data are needed. It was noted that the
information is needed to be able to match the yearling spring-run data to the timing of the
surrogate releases; therefore, we need data through January 2011.

Fish Monitoring: The following table presents fish monitoring data 12/5/11 through 12/12/11.
Unless otherwise noted, reported sizes are fork length. See:
http://www.water.ca.gov/swp/operationscontrol/calfed/calfedmonitoring.cfm




Chipps Is. Sacramento Mossdale Beach Knights

Location Midwater . Kodiak . g Tisdale Weir RST

Kodiak Trawl Seines Landing RST
Trawl Trawl

Sample 12/5,7,9 12/5,7,9 12/5,7,9 | 12/5-12/9 12/5,7,9,12 12/5,7,9,12
Date

Total Catch 53 0 0 10 1 1

8 (30-35
FR mm)

WR 1 1

2(1@ 35
SR mm)

Ad-Clipped
Chinook

28 (52-65
DS mm)

Splittail 6

Longfin 19

SH (ad-clip)

SH (wild)

W. Temp. 50.0 47.1 48.4 48.0 48.3 47
(avg. °F)

Flows (avg.

cfs) 5420 5598

Turbidity

(avg. NTU) 9.0 7.52

WR/LFR 0.042
Avg. CPUE

FR/SR
Avg. CPUE

Key: FR = Fall run; LFR = Late-fall run; SR = Spring run; WR = Winter run; SH = Steelhead; DS = Delta smelt; LFS = Longfin smelt; SPTL =
Splittail, CPUE = catch per unit of effort, ACT = acoustical tag

Below are the graphs prepared by DWR (Llaban) for the capture of older juvenile salmon in the
Sacramento River and Chipps Island trawls. Also included are graphs of the number of
fry/smolts measured at all locations.



NUMBER OF OLDER JUVENILE CHINOOK MEASURED
IN THE SACRAMENTO RIVER

NUMEER OF OLDER JUVENILE CHINOOK MEASURED
IN THE LOWER SACRAMENTO RIVER & CHIPPS ISLAND
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Fish Salvage Data (12/5/11-12/11/11

Chinook salmon: Late-fall-run Chinook (non-clipped) were salvaged at the Federal facility
(weekly salvage = 3) but not at the state facility. No other runs of Chinook were salvaged at
either facility from 10/1/11 to present. The seasonal salvage totals of all races of Chinook at the
Federal facility are O clipped (loss = 0) and 3 non-clipped (loss = 2). No Chinook have been
salvaged at the state facility this water year. (Note: Another late-fall-size Chinook salmon [170
mm] was salvaged at the CVP on December 13, 2011; expanded salvage count = 2 fish, loss =

1.41 fish.)

NUMBER OF FRY/SMOLT CHINOOK MEASURED
IN THE LOWER SACRAMENTO RIVER & CHIPPS ISLAND
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White sturgeon: No white sturgeon were salvaged at either facility for this period. The seasonal
salvage total of white sturgeon at the Federal facility is 60. No white sturgeon have been
salvaged at the state facility this water year.

Green Sturgeon: No green sturgeon have been salvaged at either facility this water year.

Steelhead: Steelhead (non-clipped) were salvaged at the state facility (weekly expanded salvage
= 4) but not at the Federal facility. The seasonal salvage totals of steelhead at the state facility
are O clipped and 4 non-clipped. No steelhead have been salvaged at the Federal facility this
water year.

Delta Smelt: No delta smelt have been salvaged at either facility this water year.
Longfin Smelt: No longfin smelt have been salvaged at either facility this water year.

Splittail: Splittail were salvaged at the state facility (weekly salvage = 47) but not at the federal
facility. The seasonal salvage total of splittail at the Federal facility is 173 and at the state
facility is 3,642.

With salmon now being salvaged, this signals the beginning of the salmon season. DFG is going
to report daily loss density of older juveniles. This first salmon reported (143 mm) represents an
older juvenile. DFG expressed confusion about reporting on a daily basis, as indicated in the
12/6/11 notes, because DFG’s reporting representative (Fujimura) was not present at that
meeting; however, DOSS explained its assumption that the first steelhead that showed up by that
time was consider to be a salmonid; therefore, daily reporting on salvage and loss should begin.
Oppenheim sent an email on 12/7/11 confirming DFG’s assumption that daily reporting would
not be required if no salmon were showing up.

DFG (Fujimura) asked whether DOSS would entertain the idea of daily reporting to the DOSS
group consisting of 1) a brief email alert that salmonid or green sturgeon has been salvaged in
the previous reporting period and 2) a posting of a spreadsheet of the needed data on DFG’s FTP
site so that DOSS could pull out the information when needed. DFG would track the
information on a spreadsheet (count, expanded salvage, loss-by-loss density, etc.), label it as
“preliminary data”, and place it into a folder on the salvage FTP site. It was noted that data on
clipped vs. not clipped fish are an important component in terms of what’s required by the RPA.
As long as the categories from the current reports are captured, the information is sufficient.
DFG does a similar spreadsheet for the Smelt Working Group as well so this would be the same
kind of model for the DOSS group. DFG (Aasen) will continue to send the more detailed weekly
reports to DOSS. DOSS will use the weekly report from DFG to track the cumulative totals of
salvages and losses.

Green sturgeon information will most likely be on a separate spreadsheet. Weekly reports from
Geir will remain the same but the daily reports will be more tailored and posted online for people
to access as needed. Llaban will continue to do a check of loss density and report it at the DOSS
meetings.

Action item: Fujimura will send a notice to the DOSS members with the FTP site access
information when it was ready later this week (12/16/11).
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Stanislaus River Chinook survey: The redd, live, and carcass counts have peaked and are falling
off now (see graph below).

Week Date
1 3-Oct-2011
2 10-Oct-2011
3 17-Oct-2011
4 24-Oct-2011
5 31-Oct-2011
6 7-Nov-2011
7 14-Nov-2011
8 21-Nowv-2011
9 28-Nov-2011
10 5-Dec-2011
11 12-Dec-2011
12 19-Dec-2011
13 26-Dec-2011
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Count

Stanislaus weir: Eight O. mykiss were seen so far passing upstream through the weir since it
went in on November 5. The last one came through on 11/28. The numbers are ahead of those
from last year (e.g., there was only 1 fish by this time last year) and slightly below 2009 (12 fish
by this date). Anything moving upstream past the weir is considered a steelhead because of the
location of the weir (lower Stanislaus River near Ripon); there are no length measurements
reported with the counts.

Coleman National Fish Hatchery: There will be 395,000 late-fall-run Chinook released
(production release) on 12/16 near Battle Creek. There has been no official notice to DOSS on
surrogate releases; however, they are scheduled to be released next week.

Operations (12/13/11)

swp | CVP

Exports (cfs)

Clifton Court Forebay | 6,400 | Jones Pumping Plant 4,200
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Reservoir releases (cfs)

Feather - Oroville 6,500

American - Nimbus

2,000 (through
December; will
cut in January to
about 1,700)

Sacramento - Keswick

5,000 (holding
for near future;
no cuts

expected)
Stanislaus - Goodwin 500
Reservoir Storage (in TAF, % of capacity)
San Luis ( (SWP) 943(89) San Luis (CVP) 884 (92)
Oroville 2,688 (76) Shasta 3,144 (69)
Folsom 452 (46)
New Melones 1,970 (81)
Delta Operations
DCC Closed (12/1) | Sacramento River at Freeport (cfs) 15,926
Outflow Index (cfs) ~5,000 | San Joaquin River (cfs) 1,517
Total Delta Inflow (cfs) 18,135 | OMR (daily) (CDEC) (cfs) -9,276
Water Temperature (°F) 3-station 48.6 | OMR 5 day (CDEC) (cfs) -9,289
X2 (km) 81 | OMR 14 day (CDEC) (cfs) -7,264
E/l 58.3%

Delta conditions: So far, water quality is still good; however, without much precipitation, it
could begin to degrade. Low water quality and low flows could affect the movement of fish.
On December 12, DWR and USFWS declared the Delta to be in balanced condition, retroactive

to December 1.

Weather forecast: There could be some very light showers on Thursday in the Sacramento area

but nothing major in the forecast.

Smelt Working Group (SWG): No calls scheduled.

Schedule for the rest of the month: DOSS will have a call on 12/20, and then tentatively skip
12/27 because of the holiday, unless there is some major change in weather conditions or other
information that would warrant a call on that date.

Update on JPE: NMFS is still waiting for the official notes from the Winter-Run Project Work
Team before making any changes to the JPE. The information from the team will be NMFS’
justification for the change. NMFS is on schedule for issuing an official JPE and the JPE-based
incidental take limit at the fish facilities in time for the January triggers related to it.

Annual Review: The report on our annual review is being reviewed by the Delta Science
Program; we are waiting to hear from them.

DOSS advice to WOMT and NMFS: None

Next Meeting: December 20, 2011, at 9:00 a.m.




