Stanislaus Operation Group (SOG)

DRAFT Meeting Notes

Date: 02/01/10 Time: 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
Location: Conference Call

Attendees by Phone:

Liz Kiteck BOR-CVO EKITECK@USBR.GOV

Randi Field BOR-CVO RFIELD@USBR.GOV

Paul Fujitani BOR-CVO PFUJITANI@USBR.GOV

J.D. Wikert FWS JOHN_WIKERT@FWS.GOV
Nick Hindman FWS NICK.HINDMAN@FWS.GOV
Barb Byrne NMEFS BARBARA.BYRNE@NOAA.GOV

This conference call was requested as a follow-up to the 1/28 B2IT discussion on scheduling a
February NMFS minimum flow pulse.

New Melones operations status update:

Goodwin releases were increased today (02/01/2010) from 200 cfs to 600 cfs. The releases are
to target the WQCP D1641 Bay-Delta standard requirement, a minimum monthly average flow
of 2,280 cfs at Vernalis (28 day requirement). Reclamation expects to maintain at least 600 cfs
or more depending on rain events to target the standard.

Fish Pulse Scheduling:

The proposal is as follows: Due to the WQCP Vernalis Bay-Delta requirement and current
release above the NMFS BO RPA minimum proscribed Goodwin release, Reclamation will shape
the Vernalis release to meet both the fish pulse (see attached pulse graphic proposed by the
SOG team) and the flow standard. Releases will hold for approximately 3 days at 600 cfs and
then drop to 400 cfs for 2 days (this falls at the beginning of an expected rain event).
Reclamation is requesting feedback/concurrence from biologists on the proposed operation.

(Note: Goodwin release will likely increase after 2/7, depending on the 2/5 — 2/6 storm event, to
continue to meet the Vernalis flow objective. The Orange Blossom Bridge flow data is from
CNRFC and the projection/guidance is only available through the evening of the 2/5.)

Discussion also included Stanislaus River specific topics of hydrologic variability, species
benefiting from pulse, mechanical and biological pulse responses, flood plain inundation,
stranding, fish counts from last pulse, and restoration programs. These topics are noted but not
summarized in this meeting note.



Goodwin Release and Orange Blossom Response
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