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Stanislaus River Operations Group 

DRAFT Meeting Notes 

Date 17 March 2010 

 

Attendees 
Liz Vasquez, Rob Schroeder, Randi Field, Liz Kiteck, Chelsea Stewart, Paul Fujitani, 

John Hannon, and Carol Nicolos, USBR; Barb Byrne and Rhonda Reed, NMFS; J.D. 

Wilkert and Nick Hindman, FWS; Andy Chu, DWR; Craig Anderson (phone), FWS; 

Greg Wilson (phone), SWRCB; and Tim Heyne (phone), DFG.  

 

Handouts 

 Agenda 

 New Melones – Stanislaus River Basin Storage 

 Goodwin Dam (GDW) Discharge 

 Orange Blossom Bridge Temperatures 

 Estimated Knights Ferry Temperatures 

 New Melones Lake Daily Operations, Run date:  March 17, 2010 

 Tulloch Reservoir Daily Operations, Run date: March 17, 2010 

 Goodwin Reservoir Daily Operations, Run date: March 17, 2010 

 Draft VAMP Flow Estimates 

 Summary of Water Year Types NMFS OCAP BO 

 Escapement Summary 

 

Agenda Items: 

 

Announcements: A Reclamation field crew will be on the Stanislaus doing River 2D 

work March 29-April 2 if anyone would like to come.  Please contact Reclamation if you 

would like to participate. 

 

A reminder was given to follow equipment protocol after working in the Stanislaus due to 

the New Zealand mud snails. 

 

January minutes are now on the website. 

 

Fish Monitoring and Reporting: 

 

Caswell: 

 

There is a correlation between the flow pulses and fish pulses.  There have been 350 

chinook counted in 45 days of trapping.  There is a study on-going to check the historical 

viability of fish data.  It is a 5 year agreement that started last year and has ½ million 

dollars committed to the project.  One on going study is a study that analyzes Chinook 

salmon otoliths that were collected by DFG during their escapement survey.  The otoliths 

are prepared and then analyzed for isotopic ratios using a Multicollector-Inductively 

Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometer.  When available the project processes samples 

through this machine in a 10 hour tag-team fashion to get maximum handling.  We will 
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try to have someone give a presentation on the topic at a later meeting, possibly at a 

brown bag lunch session. 

 

 

Escapement:  

 

The escapement summary shows that the Stanislaus had the greatest escapement numbers 

of the San Joaquin River tributaries with a total of 92 fish.  It is hard to get a good 

population estimate because of the low numbers observed.  DFG has been using the 

Peterson model for estimating which is appropriate for sample sizes of less than 1000.  A 

couple of interesting statistics of subpopulations of the escapement were that 24 grilse 

were counted and 10 adipose fin clipped/CWT fish were observed.  

 

B-13 Gravel Program: 

 

The b-13 gravel program targets CVPIA money to gravel augmentation on the 

Sacramento, American, and Stanislaus Rivers.  Reclamation and NMFS need to prioritize 

the rivers due to money issues.  There may be a possibility of moving some funds from 

the Sacramento River to the Stanislaus (need to consult with NMFS).  With current 

funding levels there will be roughly 10,000 tons of gravel per year.  Gravel augmentation 

near Knights Ferry is not planned at the current time, due to community concerns.   

 

There are currently two projects on the table: restoration of Honolulu Bar which will 

reduce the grade of the floodplain and Lancaster Road which will focus on improving the 

function of the side channel.  There is also the possibility of a project involving riparian 

habitat restoration of a 1 mile stretch of the Lover’s Leap area; this is in the conceptual 

phases right now.  If Reclamation can’t get enough gravel the next step would be to get 

gravel from CVPIA.  AFRP is too far along in the project development for much 

potential to generate gravel at Honolulu Bar or Lancaster but there is ample time to tap 

into the Lover’s Leap project.  ARRP is currently looking for partners for that project and 

for someone to manage the project. USACE may be interested.  Gravel from these 

restoration projects could potentially be used in the Stanislaus to meet RPA requirements, 

plus it would be cost effective, and simplify permitting.   

 

Can AFRP give NMFS the work plan for b-13 that shows there are no new gravel 

augmentation plans for the Stanislaus this year?  Need to look for augmentation strategies 

to meet NMFS 2014 requirement.  There is more money in CVPIA but it historically has 

not been handed down for gravel augmentation.  It was determined that the work plan 

would be submitted to NMFS for their input and then a meeting would be set up to 

discuss the gravel issue. 

 

A gravel plan according to the RPAs should be submitted to NMFS by June 2010.   An 

“outline” plan will be sent out in April. 

 

 

Operations Summary: 
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Storage conditions; New Melones Reservoir is at 50% capacity with 1.2 MAF 

 

The Goodwin Dam releases are a 30 day snapshot with releases beginning at 1,000cfs in 

early February.  The early March storm events helped with the water recovery. 

 

Orange Blossom temperatures have begun to rise according to the real-time data collected 

by the USGS gage.  The temperatures reported for Knights Ferry are estimated. 

 

Knights Ferry:  A history of Knights Ferry temps was done.  On March 5, 2010 

notification was given to NMFS that the 3-day average maximum exceeded the 3 and 7 

day maximums.  If warm temperatures continue we will continue to exceed the 

temperature criteria.  Toward the end of March the Stanislaus releases will be increased 

to 600-800cfs.  Air temperatures will be added to next month’s temperature printout so a 

comparison can be done.  Any requests for the thermal profile should be done through 

one point of contact. 

 

Lake Tulloch is encroached 8-9%.  New Melones Reservoir September end of month 

storage may be 865KAF.  These projections will depend on the next several months 

precipitation and snow melt runoff. 

 

San Joaquin is currently releasing approximately 1,500cfs and will be increasing that to 

1,600cfs for 20 days. 

According to the NMFS handout and the March forecast we are in a Dry Year. 

 

VAMP Handout:  The implementation of VAMP may be different than what the handout 

describes as no final decision has been reached.  The group discussed the interaction of 

the Vernalis flows required under Action IV.2.1, the Stanislaus flows required under 

Action III.1.3, and the VAMP pulse flow.  From NMFS point-of-view, the flow schedule 

should be followed according to appendix 2E.  There was concern regarding the 

possibility that the Stanislaus will have to put in more water compared to other 

tributaries.  What is the purpose of the VAMP?  It is geared toward a 30 day period or so 

that a survival survey could be done in the Delta?  The question was raised whether 

Reclamation could go to Merced and Tuolumne and see if they would reshape their flows 

so there won’t be such a burden placed on the Stanislaus.  There was also concern 

expressed that if the flows got above 1,500cfs Reclamation will be liable for any seepage, 

public safety, and damage caused by the high flows.  By releasing large amounts of water 

for VAMP from the Stanislaus, Reclamation may lose flexibility in other areas.  

 

The topic of temperatures was brought up again concerning the exceeding of the 

maximums under the RPA.  It was stated that there is an exception criteria in the RPA to 

notify NMFS of how much the temperatures were exceeded by and how long the criteria 

are anticipated to remain at those levels.  It was decided that a temperature prospectus 

would be sent out to the group and then a special focus group meeting would be set up to 

discuss the issue of what information NMFS needs from Reclamation to comply with the 

temperature variance provision in the RPAs. 
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As far as temperature is concerned, what kind of allocation variation is available?   

 

Reclamation and or SOG has an obligation to notify the public if Reclamation plans to 

release flows that are higher than the historical norm on the Stanislaus River.  High flows 

constitute a potential hazard to the public.  High flows above 1500 cfs while not in flood 

control management might also affect the downstream weir.  How should Reclamation go 

about notifying the public?   

 

FWS brought up that some climate change modeling will be performed on the Stanislaus 

River basin if anyone is interested in participating.   

 

Next Meeting 
 

Date:  Wednesday, 21 April 2010 

 

Location: Central Valley Operations Office     

  3310 El Camino Ave. 

  Sacramento, CA 95821 

  

Room:  302 

 

Time:  1300 

 

Notes by: Carol Nicolos and Liz Vasquez 
















































